
Innovation Award - And the winner is... 
  
Earlier this year we launched the Anthony Cecil Award 
for innovations which have been designed to make 
contractors’ lives easier or their operations more 
efficient. 

This year’s winner was Shelton Drainage with its Fast-Flow 
gravel back-filling machines for drainage work (see pictures 
below). 

Although this may sound like a humble piece of kit, its 
design is so brilliantly simple that is has reduced the backfilling operation from a three-man to a one-
man job. As drainage contractors themselves, the Shelton team could see what a bottleneck this 
part of the job could be and resolved to find a solution. After a couple of season’s testing, the final 
production version rolled out  some 18months ago. Since then they’ve been sold all over Europe, 
Scandinavia, the UK, Ireland and the US. Here Shelton’s Ed Gilbert and Michael Claxton receive the 
award from NAAC Chairman Mike Simpson. 

For more information and contact details on the Shelton Fast Flow Hopper go to: 
http://www.sheltonsdrainage.com/drainage-problem.html  
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