This year we want to make you aware of a special highly commended contractor. 

His story is not about profit, machinery and productivity, but he stands out due to his outstanding courage, mental strength and determination to save lives in our industry.

Despite the personal challenge and demons he faces every time he tells his story, James Bannister continues to put himself forward to promote farm safety. 

In 1998, James was pulled into a potato harvester and subsequently lost him arm. It was a deeply traumatic experience, which James is forced to re-live every time he speaks to the press or an audience. However, in his role as NAAC Chairman, James has continued to confront his past to try and avoid others going through such a life changing experience, or worse. 

He is passionate about the importance of switching off machines before doing any maintenance, repairs or clearing blockages and has used his own terrifying experience and injury to bravely face many audiences to tell his story. We cannot under-estimate how difficult this has been for James but wish to pay testament to work he continues to do raising the profile of farm safety, inevitably saving lives in the industry.
